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fronted is that of forcing the Straits of Sunda. The most
determined and persistent torpedo attacks are to be ex-
pected, and should the losses occasioned by them be heavy
enough to deprive him of his superiority over the enemy
Battle Fleet, the fate of Hongkong and Singapore will be
sealed, and Australia and New Zealand will be endangered.
The first point he has to decide is whether to make the
attempt in daylight or after dark. If made in daylight, his
movements would be seen by the enemy, whose submarines
could operate more freely and would be more likely to
inflict serious damage. Darkness, on the other hand, by
concealing his movements, would diminish the risk from
submarines, but would facilitate attacks by surface craft,
which, when delivered in the dark, might cause great con-
fusion and even collisions in a large Fleet in narrow waters.
Some loss is inevitable, and the difficulty of handling the Fleet
in the dark, and of keeping its several units in touch,
decides Admiral Wilson to make the attempt in the early
morning.
The time being settled, it remains to see what may be
done to make matters easier by diverting enemy forces
and by getting command of the approaches to the strait.
It would, for instance, be well if the enemy could be left
in doubt as to which of the many straits will be forced.
The passage, too, will be very dangerous unless the strait
and its approaches on both sides are commanded on the
sea and in the air. Admiral Wilson's plans are made
accordingly.
Wilson gets information.
In the evening of September 14 Admiral Wilson, who is
then some 200 miles west of Siberoet Island on the west
coast of Sumatra, is met by two aeroplanes from Singapore
with a detailed intelligence report. According to it, Singapore
has been invested since the yth ; heavy fighting continues ;
the morale of the troops is excellent; the garrison is deter-
mined to hold out till the Fleet arrives, Holland is still
friendly, but a native rising followed the Japanese occupation
of Brunei and Sarawak on the 5th. Dutch Borneo and the
Celebes have already broken away from Dutch rule ; the
Japanese have been stirring up the natives in Sumatra and
Java, and both these islands are in open revolt. Nothing is